[A case of Wegener's granulomatosis with pachymeningitis].
A 49-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of headache, rhinorrhea, and general fatigue. Chest CT revealed some lung nodules bilaterally, and laboratory data were positive for C-ANCA. Brain MRI revealed the findings of pachymeningitis. Wegener's granulomatosis (WG) was diagnosed by the pathological findings of his paranasal sinuses and kidneys. Most of his symptoms remarkably improved with oral corticosteroids and cyclophosphamide. A MEDLINE search about WG with pachymeningitis obtained only 15 cases previously reported in Japan. Considering those reports about WG with pachymeningitis in both Japan and overseas, in some cases pachymeningitis preceded WG, and relatively more cases than normal WG were negative for C-ANCA, furthermore the pathological findings of pachymeningitis were mainly necrotizing granuloma. Therefore pachymeningitis with WG might be mainly composed of granuloma rather than angitis and which might be a expansion of granulomatous inflammation of upper respiratory tract.